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We had a very successful wildflower planting day at the Golwg yr Aman Park back in 
May. Over 20 people in total, planting hundreds of wildflower plug plants. Thank you 
for everyone for their help and for making the day so much fun. We hope to organise
more community conservation events like this soon.



Lots of different 
wildflower species 
were planted in 
the meadow to 
give the meadow a 
bit of a boost.



One of the species to be 
planted out was the 
ragged robin (Silene flos-
cuculi).

Over the past few 
months volunteers for 
INCC (especially Jan 
Slade) have been 
growing the plants in our 
polytunnel and in the 
garden.

Thank you for all your 
help and for giving the 
plants a good home.



Lots of people have been in touch 
with me over the past few weeks 
to ask about the killing off of 
grass at Golwg yr Aman. Its never 
a good idea to kill off the 
vegetation, even if its to plant or 
sow wildflowers. 

Wildlife would much prefer you 
to work with the habitat you 
already have. 



This is a great example 
of how to create 
wildflower habitat. 
Chantal and family 
allowed areas of the 
garden to grow during 
the summer months 
and you can already 
see lots of 
wildflowers. Many of 
our pollinator species 
need grasses for their 
larval life-stage, so its 
never a good idea to 
kill the grass off.



One of the wildflowers you can 
see flowering at the moment is 
Bog Asphodel (Narthesium
ossifragum).

Ossifragum means bone-breaker 
in Latin because people used to 
believe that animals that grazed 
on the plant would get brittle 
bones. Whilst that is not true, the 
plant does grow in nutrient poor, 
acid pastures, so animals feeding 
in this area can be calcium 
deficient.



Last month we 
reported that Pied 
Flycatchers have 
made their way 
back to the 
Amman Valley. 
Monitoring of the 
nest boxes started 
in May and we 
have already found 
two boxes with 
nests and eggs. 
Fingers crossed for 
a successful year. 



Pied Flycatcher 
eggs are not to be 
confused with 
Blackbird (Turdus 
merula) eggs which, 
although turquoise 
in colour are much 
larger and speckled. 



June has been a bumper 
month for moths in the 
garden and thank you to 
everyone for taking part in 
our Moth Trap loan scheme. 

The highlight of the month 
was this Privet Hawk-moth 
(Sphinx ligustri). Its the
largest resident species of 
hawk moth in the UK and 
can have a wingspan of 
around 12cm. 

This photo was taken by 
John Driver who caught it in 
one of the loaned traps. 



Small Magpie moth (Anania

hortulata). 

White Ermine 
(Spilosoma

lubricipeda).
Barred Fruit-tree Tortrix 
(Pandemis cerasana).

Over 15 species of moth 
were caught by Carla 
Williams and Jan Slade 
during their first moth 
trapping session. 

Photos Carla Williams. 



Some highlights from the 
June Moth traps include 
this Elephant Hawk-moth 
(Deilephila elpenor) and…



Light Emerald

Peach Blossom

Oak Hook-tip

Lobster Moth

Coronet Buff Arches

Beautiful Golden Y

Burnished Brass



In other Lepidoptera news….. 

(Lepidoptera being the Order 
of classification that includes 
Butterflies and Moths).

These marsh fritillary eggs 
have been laid in captivity 
and are destined to help 
return the butterfly to its 
habitat in South Wales. In 
total, our butterflies have laid 
a massive 90 batches of eggs. 
Each batch can contain 300 
eggs. That’s a potential 
27,000 caterpillars. 



When they 
hatch from their 
egg, the 
caterpillars are 
tiny. About 1mm 
long. They will 
now feed up on 
Devil’s-bit 
Scabious 
(Succisa
pratensis) for 
the next few 
months before 
we release them 
back to the wild. 

So many of you have 
helped with the 
project, whether it’s 
been growing the 
scabious, watering the 
plants, donating funds 
or helping to build the 
rearing pens – Thank 
you so much, it has 
been a huge help and 
we are very grateful.



This pattern has been 
created by a Leaf 
Miner. There are lots 
of leaf miner species 
and this one is a 
Chromatomyia species 
(a type of fly). You 
can’t separate what 
exact species it is 
without looking at the 
genitalia – and there’s 
no way I am not doing 
that.



This Hedgehog 
(Erinacaeus europaeus) 
was spotted out and 
about during the 
daytime. The best thing 
to do if you see a 
Hedgehog during the 
day is to leave it be. 
BUT… during the warm 
dry weather we could all 
help by putting shallow 
dishes of water out in 
the garden so that  they 
can take a drink.



Now that lockdown and 
social distancing is 
hopefully coming to an 
end – there is cause for 
celebration.

When celebrating any 
occasion, please can 
you not use the helium 
balloons that drift off 
into the sky. When they 
land, they become a 
hazard to local wildlife 
and grazing animals. 

Thank you.



Exciting News….. 

INCC is working with 
several partners and a 
landowner in the Amman 
Valley to restore a marshy 
grassland habitat for 
wildlife. 

Over the coming months, 
new fencing will be 
installed so that cows (the 
best conservationists) can 
be reintroduced to the 
marsh.



Cows graze in a way that 
benefits wildflowers. 
They wrap their tongue 
around the vegetation 
and pull. This leaves 
most of the plant still 
viable to flower and set 
seed. 

Sheep on the other hand 
nibble the vegetation all 
the way down to the 
ground. Very few plants 
other than grasses can 
withstand sheep grazing.



The project will restore 
marshy grassland habitat 
so that it can support 
wildflowers such as 
these Meadow Thistle 
(Cirsium dissectum).



And many species 
of insect including 
the Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary 
(Boloria selene) and 
lots more.

The more plants 
and insects you 
have, the more 
reptiles, 
amphibians, birds 
and mammals. 



Wildlife comes in all 
shapes and sizes. This is 
a Pear Rust, that grows 
on pear trees.



I look forward to keeping 
you updated on the habitat 
restoration works, surveys 
and community 
conservation events.

Any queries, please feel 
free to get in touch.

Please keep sending in your 
photos and wildlife records 
– they are very much 
appreciated. 

Thank You 
Rob

rob.parry@incc.wales
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