
0 

 
 

 

  

 

  2021 - 2022 

 

  Conservation Report  



1 
 

 

Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC) 

Conservation Report 2021 / 2022 
 

Dear Supporter 

I am proud to report that despite the difficulties and uncertainties posed by the pandemic 

over the past 12 months, INCC has been able to make a great deal of progress toward several 

of its core projects and activities. Most notable achievements have been the continued success 

of Natur Cymru and the ongoing support and positive feedback that it enjoys. In September, 

marsh fritillary caterpillars were returned to Llantrisant Common for the first time in over 20 

years. We have many more years to go, but it has been the best possible start to our population 

reinforcement project. Challenging environmental decision makers to do more for wildlife 

and nature conservation in Wales is at the heart of what we do. Our campaigns have been 

very well received and with your support, we hope to continue them throughout 2022 and 

beyond. All our successes over the past 12 months have been made possible by our generous 

supporters, donors and volunteers. Whether it is through campaigning, fundraising, research 

or practical nature conservation activities, every hour of time you give and every pound you 

help raise contributes towards a Wales with more wildlife in more places. 

Thank you. 
 

Dr Elizabeth Chadwick (Chair)    

 

Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC) 

Science Centre 

C/O National Botanic Garden of Wales 

Llanarthne 

Carmarthenshire 

SA32 8HG 

Charity Number 1180113 

 
07821 397625    

 

 
info@incc.wales    

 

 
www.natureconservation.wales    
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INCC’s Vision 
A Wales with more wildlife in more 

places, created by a society that 

intrinsically values the natural world. 

 

INCC’s Mission 
To be the unconstrained voice that 

Welsh wildlife needs, speaking out 

and putting the needs of wildlife first. 

 

Governance 

 Chairman: Dr Elizabeth Chadwick 

 Treasurer: Carys Solman 

 Secretary: Lyndsey Maiden 

 Trustee: Rose Revera 

 Trustee: Julian Jones 

 

Staff 

 Chief Executive:  

Robert Jones Parry 

 Natur Cymru Editor:  

Dr Lizzie Wilberforce 

 Species Officer:  

Vaughn Matthews 

 

Position in the Sector 

INCC was founded in 2018 in 

response to the growing need for an 

independent nature conservation 

organisation able to speak out and 

challenge environmental decision 

makers to do more for wildlife.  

 

Activities 

• Species & habitat conservation 

• Research, surveys & monitoring 

• Habitat restoration & creation 

• Landowner advisory & support 

• Engagement & education 

• Advocacy & campaigns 

 

Objectives 

The objectives of INCC, as outlined 

in our governing document are: 

 

 To promote, for the benefit of the 

public, the conservation, 

protection and improvement of 

the natural environment of Wales 

in such ways as the trustees think 

fit and including by advocacy, 

carrying out research and 

publishing the useful results 

thereof, and promoting 

biodiversity. 

 

 To advance the education of the 

public in the conservation, 

protection and improvement of 

the natural environment of Wales 

by providing information and 

through raising awareness. 

Who We Are and What We Stand For 
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Campaigning 
 

Speaking out for wildlife through 

campaigning and challenging 

environmental decision makers is at 

the core of INCC’s work. To assist 

this vital work, INCC is proud of its 

relationship with the environmental 

law firm, Leigh Day. Legal 

challenges are becoming an 

increasingly necessary tool in the 

fight for a Wales with more wildlife, 

and INCC will need to undertake 

more legal challenges in future.  

 

Leigh Day specialises in human 

rights and public law cases covering 

wildlife, environmental protection 

and nature conservation. The law 

firm has a wealth of experience in 

pursuing cases aimed at improving 

the protection of habitats and species 

in the terrestrial and marine 

environments.  

 

NRW’s Biodiversity 

Remit - Petition 

In August 2019, INCC launched its 

petition urging the Welsh 

Parliament to explicitly include 

‘biodiversity’ when setting their 

strategic remit to Natural Resources 

Wales (NRW) for 2020 / 2021 and in 

future.  

 

As part of the petition, INCC called 

for legally binding targets for 

biodiversity to be set.  

 
 

“Without firm, evidence-based 

targets to aspire to, it is impossible 

to measure and evaluate success or 

identify areas for improvement. 

Instead of targets, NRW’s 

approach has been to announce 

broad, unmeasurable ‘visions’ and 

‘statements’ that together 

effectively creates a distorted 

representation of NRW’s ability 

and capacity to halt and reverse 

the decline in biodiversity”. 

 

INCC Petition Representation 10th 

November 2020 
 

 

On the 30th of June 2021, the Senedd 

declared a nature emergency in 

Wales and also called for legally 

binding biodiversity targets. The 

breakthrough has come about due to 

the campaigning efforts of a number 

of environmental charities and INCC 

are incredibly proud to have played 

our part.  

 

Our Work in 2021 / 2022 
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There is still a huge amount of work 

to be done but hopefully 

biodiversity targets will ensure 

direct action for species and habitats. 

Importantly, it will provide the 

people of the Wales with the baseline 

information needed to hold 

government and statutory bodies to 

account when it comes to reversing 

the decline in biodiversity. 

 

Right Tree in the  

Right Place 
In September 2021, INCC was 

contacted by a community group in 

Cwrt y Cadno, Carmarthenshire to 

see if we could help fight an 

afforestation development in the 

Cothi Valley.  

 

The case, as with all afforestation 

cases, was complex and covered 

elements of landscape, heritage, 

culture and community, as well as 

biodiversity. The commercial 

forestry project was for the 

afforestation of 73ha of farmland. 

The project proposed the planting of 

productive conifers (Douglas fir on 

the lower area of the site, and Sitka 

spruce in the two areas extending up 

the valley). After studying the 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) screening request for the 

project, it felt clear to INCC that 

there were serious issues with the 

way that NRW had dealt with the 

case. Particularly given that the site 

lies immediately adjacent to a Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), a 

Special Area of Conservation and a 

Special Protection Area (SPA). 

 

To help explore the situation in 

greater detail, INCC sought legal 

advice. After several months of 

evaluation, counsel advised INCC 

that there was a real risk that NRW’s 

decision and its consideration of the 

project was unlawful. We discovered 

over a dozen failings by NRW when 

evaluating this one application, the 

greatest of which centred on the 

complete lack of a Habitat 

Regulations Assessment (HRA). 
 

 

 
 

Red kite (Milvus milvus) is an Annex 1 

species whose population is a 

qualifying feature of the Elenydd 

Mallaen SPA.  

 

 

Despite the project’s proximity to 

two European protected sites, 

nothing was mentioned by NRW in 

Photo: Sorcha Lewis 
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the screening opinion about whether 

a HRA was required under the 

Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017. 

 
 

 

A European site [such as a SAC 

and SPA] is protected by the 

Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017 as 

amended (known as the Habitats 

Regulations). 

 

As a competent Authority you 

[NRW] must carry out an 

assessment under the Habitats 

Regulations, known as the habitats 

regulations assessment (HRA), to 

test if a plan or project proposal 

could significantly harm the 

designated features of a European 

Site. 

 

From the assessment’s outcome, 

you [NRW] can decide whether to 

approve a project or adopt a plan 

(“a proposal”). This includes a 

proposal you [NRW] will carry out 

yourself. 

 

Habitat regulations assessment: 

protecting a European site 

(Welsh Gov 2021).   
 

 

On 17th of November 2021, INCC wrote 

to NRW requesting a copy of the full 

HRA of the site as part of the NRW 

screening process.  On 15th of December 

2021, NRW responded as follows: 

 

 

“An HRA was not carried out, 

however an Environmental 

Impact Assessment was 

undertaken, this assessment 

follows the criteria noted in the 

EIA Regs schedule 3. A HRA is not 

carried out at the screening 

opinion stage as NRW does not, at 

that stage, give any consent, 

permission, or other authorisation 

for the proposed works. If consent 

was required under the EIA Regs 

then the HRA would be carried out at 

that stage”. 

 

NRW Official Response 

17th November 2021 
 

 

After further queries by INCC, NRW 

went on to clarify that the reference 

to “Environmental Impact 

Assessment” made in their earlier 

response was in fact a reference to 

the EIA screening opinion only. 

Therefore, INCC understands that 

NRW did not consider if a HRA was 

needed. 
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NRW disagree with INCC’s findings 

and are confident that no 

wrongdoing took place, stating that 

they followed the guidance at the 

time, adding: 

 
 

“We take our role to protect and 

enhance Wales’ natural 

environment very seriously. 

Wales’ Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest and Special Areas of 

Conservation are an important 

part of its natural heritage, hosting 

a diverse range of rare plants, 

wildlife and landscapes. Any 

application concerning changes to 

land within the proximity of such 

sites is subject to thorough 

processes and scrutiny. 

 

Martyn Evans: Head of South 

West Wales Operations, NRW 

 

 

Fair Pay for Fair Work 
During the course of 2021-22, as the 

pandemic and associated financial 

pressures began to influence Wales 

as a whole, one subject that became a 

high priority in terms of 

campaigning and advocacy was the 

issue of wages in the conservation 

sector. 

 

The winter 2021-22 edition of Natur 

Cymru carried a flagship INCC 

article by Lizzie Wilberforce 

summarising some of the research 

INCC has carried out on this subject, 

including evidence and advocacy for 

the need to increase salaries in the 

environmental field.  

 

Average officer salaries in 

conservation were found to be 

£23,238 in the voluntary sector, with 

many ranger posts advertised only 

at minimum wage, despite a long list 

of required qualifications. Job 

security was also a compounding 

issue with 11% of advertised starter 

posts being both fixed-term and 

part-time. Interviews with early 

career conservationists 

demonstrated not only the personal 

difficulties faced by those trying to 

break into the sector but also the 

negative influences of these 

pressures on the diversity of those 

who succeed, because of the 

advantage conferred to those with 

private means and the ability to 

volunteer extensively. Conservation 

is one of the least diverse sectors in 

the UK. 
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INCC recognises the complex 

picture of managing salaries in a 

charity environment and the 

pressure to deliver more even in a 

context of limited funding; we are no 

more immune from this than any 

other charity. However, we feel this 

is an important area of advocacy for 

us if our sector is to seek to be taken 

seriously by the widest possible 

audience, and if we are to recruit the 

best people to our line of work, 

based on their abilities and not their 

personal circumstances. We intend 

to undertake additional advocacy 

work on this subject in the coming 

year. 

 
 

 
 

Volunteers undertaking crucial 

monitoring of marsh fritillary habitat. 
 

 

Species and Habitats 
 

A core element of INCC’s work is to 

undertake specific and targeted 

species and habitat conservation, 

along with surveys, evidence 

gathering, research and community 

education.   

 

Marsh Fritillary 

Population Reinforcement 

A lot has happened on this project, 

Wales’ first marsh fritillary 

(Euphydryas aurinia) captive rearing 

programme, in the last year.  

 

The rearing programme is part of 

efforts to restore a fragile population 

in Llantrisant, South Wales. 

 

The marsh fritillary has undergone 

widespread and catastrophic 

declines throughout much of its 

natural range and is now thought to 

be among the most threatened 

butterflies in Europe.  

 

At the time of last year’s 

conservation report some of the 80 

caterpillars we collected under 

licence had begun pupating. It was 

at this point a storm damaged the 

pens in which they were housed. 
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Thankfully we only lost two and 

before long the butterflies started 

emerging – a big milestone. We filled 

the pens with nectar sources such as 

ragged-robin, dandelions and 

chives. 

 
 

 
 

Marsh fritillary butterfly. 
 

 

In May, thanks to funding from the 

Garfield Weston Foundation and the 

Waterloo Foundation, INCC were 

able to employ a part-time Species 

Officer to work on the project. 

 

Shortly afterwards butterflies were 

seen mating and subsequently 

laying hundreds of eggs on the 

devil’s-bit scabious (Succisa 

pratensis) provided for them. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Marsh fritillary eggs on underside of 

devil’s-bit scabious leaf. 
 

 

As the days passed thousands more 

eggs were laid. It was impossible to 

estimate the numbers due to their 

placement underneath the leaves 

and the females’ tendency to lay the 

eggs in multiple layers. This was a 

very rewarding result from the 80 

individuals that were originally 

collected. 

 
 

 

 
 

Recently emerged caterpillars and the 

empty egg shells. 
 

Photo: Vaughn Matthews 
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As the caterpillars developed over 

the next few weeks they began 

eating increasing amounts of 

scabious leaves but thankfully 

volunteers kept them well stocked 

with food by regularly potting on 

scabious plants. The time donated by 

our volunteers was critical to the 

success of this phase of the project. 

 
 

 
 

Volunteers potting on devil’s-bit 

scabious at the INCC polytunnel. 
 

 

Prior to the release of the caterpillars 

on Llantrisant Common we worked 

with Robin Curtis of Exeter 

University who has done research on 

marsh fritillary habitat preferences, 

specifically in terms of optimum 

temperatures for egg-laying. As a 

result of Robin’s visit, we identified 

part of the common that appeared to 

provide the best conditions for them, 

and made this the focus of our initial 

release. To further improve this area 

for the butterfly we worked with 

students at Pencoed College to rake 

away some of the dead vegetation 

which can limit the growth of 

scabious plants. 

 
 

 

 
 

Pencoed College staff and students 

taking a well-earned break from 

raking. 
 

 

By mid-September the caterpillars 

had developed into their 4th instar, 

the final moult before they hibernate, 

at which point they were ready for 

their release onto the common; the 

first time they had been there for 

over 20 years. The release was aided 

by INCC volunteers, Pencoed 

College, members of Llantrisant 

Town Trust, local ecologists and staff 

from NRW. The caterpillars were 

transported from the Botanic 

Gardens on small scabious plants 

and placed on healthy scabious 

plants in suitable areas of habitat to 

maximise their chances of success. 
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Rob discussing the release with 

attendees and BBC film crew. 
 

 

A month later Carys Romney, a 

dedicated local volunteer, worked 

with schoolchildren to collect 

devil’s-bit scabious seeds from local 

flower-rich marshy grassland sites. 

This seed was to be sown and grown 

at various locations including local 

schools and at Pencoed College. 

 
 

 
 

Local schoolchildren collecting 

devil’s-bit scabious seeds. 
 

 

Horticulture students at Pencoed 

College are growing scabious in 

their polytunnels and greenhouses 

and using them as the basis of their 

studies. They are growing them 

under various conditions to assess 

the most effective method for future 

years. These plants will be providing 

food for caterpillars and egg-laying 

sites for females in the coming years. 

 
 

 
 

Scabious seedlings being inspected in 

Bridgend College’s horticulture 

department, Pencoed. 
 

 

Over winter the caterpillars that 

remained in our rearing pens for 

future years began to spin webs in 

which to hibernate and we could 

only hope that the released 

caterpillars would be doing the same 

on the common. In early spring we 

found that at least some of the 

caterpillars had survived the winter 

in the wild and on a sunny day in 

February we discovered a number of 

groups of larvae basking on the 

Molinia tussocks. We detected their 

presence using a thermal imaging 

camera which illustrated how 

effective their basking is in 

increasing their body temperatures. 
 

Photo: Carys Romney 
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Thermal imagery of a larval web post-

hibernation. 
 

 

In March INCC, local ecologists, 

volunteers, Pencoed College 

students and lecturers, local 

ecologists and NRW staff worked on 

areas of the common that were 

deemed currently unsuitable for 

marsh fritillaries. The rank grass was 

thinned and locally collected 

scabious seeds spread. 

 
 

 
 

Recently-sloughed 5th instar larva. 
 

 

Meanwhile back in the rearing pens 

the caterpillars were, after periods of 

predominantly basking, starting to 

feed voraciously and we have been 

grateful for the invaluable help of a 

student placement based at the 

Botanic Gardens, Ellyn Baker, to 

keep them fed and the plants 

watered to the point where pupation 

of the caterpillars is imminent. 

 

The project will continue for up to 

eight years and batches of 

caterpillars will be released into the 

landscape to bolster the new and still 

fragile population. 

 

Cefn Garthenor 

Since early 2021, INCC has been 

working closely with a Ceredigion 

landowner to help transform an 88ha 

sheep farm into a haven for wildlife.  

 
 

 
 

Cefn Garthenor, overlooking the 

uplands of Ceredigion. 
 

 

 

During the spring and summer of 

2021, INCC carried out a baseline 

habitat survey of Cefn Garthenor to 

help inform future habitat creation 

and restoration plans. 
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Phase 1 habitat survey map of Cefn 

Garthenor. 
 

 

The habitat mapping exercise was 

able to identify areas of existing high 

biodiversity value as well as areas 

where habitat restoration was 

required. Of the 88ha surveyed at 

Cefn Garthenor, a total of 42ha was 

recorded as agriculturally improved 

and semi-improved grassland. This 

highlights the nature conservation 

potential at Cefn Garthenor and the 

opportunity to restore large areas of 

habitat. 

 

One of the key recommendations to 

come from the survey was the need 

for suitable grazing animals to 

manage the grassland habitats, 

particularly the marshy grassland.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lousewort, found throughout the 

marshy grassland and wet heathland 

habitats at Cefn Garthenor. 
 

 

In September 2021, ten Welsh Black 

cattle were introduced to Cefn 

Garthenor. The cattle have already 

started to break up the dense sward 

for flowering plants to flourish. 

 
 

 
 

Welsh Black cattle grazing the marshy 

grassland at Cefn Garthenor. 
 

 

All ten cattle have been fitted with 

special collars which enable virtual 

fence boundaries to be created 

throughout the site. The virtual 

fences ensure that grazing can be 
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controlled across the site, so that 

habitat restoration is targeted to 

where it is needed most. 

 

In addition to grazing, efforts have 

also been made to create wildflower 

meadows at Cefn Garthenor. A 

‘Local Giving’ grant helped toward 

the purchase of wildflower seeds to 

help restore one of the more 

agriculturally improved fields. 

 
 

 
 

Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor) helps 

reduce the dominance of grasses in a 

meadow and enables wildflowers to 

flourish.  
 

 

The wildflower seeds came from the 

Waun Las National Nature Reserve, 

owned and managed by the 

National Botanic Garden of Wales. If 

successful, more fields at Cefn 

Garthenor will be transformed into 

wildflower meadows over time.  

   

Working on such an ambitious 

conservation project such as this 

gives INCC the opportunity to 

understand landscape scale habitat 

restoration and will help us better 

inform similar projects in future. 

 

Dyffryn Tywi Landscape 

Throughout 2001, INCC have been 

working closely with the Dyffryn 

Tywi Project to help restore 

grassland and hedgerow habitat 

within the Tywi Valley, 

Carmarthenshire.  

 

As part of the project INCC has been 

advising a number of landowners in 

the landscape on how to create, 

manage and restore their grassland 

habitats for wildlife. 

 

The project, in conjunction with the 

National Botanic Garden of Wales 

has been very successful in terms of 

increasing awareness, restoration 

and management of local wildflower 

meadows in the area.  

 
 

 

 

Photo: Lizzie Wilberforce 
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Parciau meadow, one of the many 

meadows within the Dyffryn Tywi 

project area. 
 

 

In addition to meadows, the project 

also looked at the ecological 

importance of hedgerows in the 

landscape, particularly for brown 

hairstreak (Thecla betulae) butterflies. 

Working closely with local 

volunteers and specialists, the 

project was able to identify new 

locations in the landscape for the 

rare butterfly as well as make several 

recommendations to safeguard the 

population in future. 

 

Amman Valley Landscape 

Scale Conservation 

INCC has been working closely with 

landowners and communities in the 

Amman Valley, Carmarthenshire 

since 2018. The valley landscape has 

been chosen by INCC to be part of 

our nature conservation delivery 

due to its rich diversity of habitats 

and species.  

 

Our focus in the Amman Valley has 

always been about restoring species 

and habitats in the landscape, whilst 

ensuring that local people are at the 

heart of making it happen. 

 

Landowner Liaison 

As part of our work in the valley, 

INCC are now working with over 20 

different landowners. This work 

ranges from providing advice and 

information, to undertaking wildlife 

surveys and large-scale habitat 

creation and restoration projects. 

 

Habitat Restoration 

Working closely with the Brecon 

Beacons Nature Partnership (BBNP), 

local landowners and graziers, INCC 

has been able to restore a large area 

(5ha) of mixed marshy grassland, 

scrub and woodland habitat in the 

valley.  For many years, the marshy 

grassland habitat at Cwmberach 

Uchaf Farm had been deteriorating 

due to the lack of suitable grazing. 

Much of the grassland had become 

overgrown and unsuitable sheep 
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grazing had led to the loss of many 

wildflowers. A multi-partner project 

led by INCC was able to remove 

sheep from the site and install new 

livestock fencing, gates and drinking 

troughs so that cattle could be 

returned to the land to graze.  

 
 

 
 

Herefordshire cattle browsing on 

willow on the edge of the marshy 

grassland at Cwmberach Uchaf. 
 

  

In March 2022, two Herefordshire 

cattle were brought to the marsh as 

conservation grazers. Cattle remove 

much of the overgrown vegetation 

and open up the sward to ensure that 

wildflowers are able to flourish. 

 

To replenish some of the grassland 

diversity lost through years of sheep 

grazing, wildflowers such as ragged 

robin (Silene flos-cuculi), devil’s-bit 

scabious, bog myrtle (Myrica gale) 

and flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) have all 

been planted at the farm by 

volunteers. 

 
 

 
 

INCC volunteers planting bog myrtle 

and other wetland plants at 

Cwmberach Uchaf Farm. 
 

 

INCC was also able to create a 

relatively large (1ha) orchard of local 

variety fruit trees. The orchard, 

which has been created on former 

sheep grazed pasture has also been 

planted with wildflower plug plants 

and sedges to further increase 

biodiversity. 

 

Volunteers and local contractors also 

played a vital role in helping to 

create 70m of hedgerow and restore 

a further 100m. 

 

The hedgerows were planted with a 

mix of native shrubs including Alder 

Buckthorn (Frangula alnus), the 
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foodplant of the Brimstone butterfly 

(Gonepteryx rhamni). 

 
 

 
 

Volunteers planting a new hedgerow 

to link two woodland blocks. 
 

 

In March 2022, the newly fenced area 

at Cwmberach Uchaf Farm was 

designated a Site of Importance for 

Nature Conservation (SINC) by the 

Brecon Beacons National Park 

Authority. 

 

Private Nature Reserves 

As part of INCC’s landowner advice 

and support in the Amman Valley, 

we have been undertaking habitat 

and species surveys for those 

landowners who wish to prioritise 

nature on some of their land.  

 

One such piece of land is Coed Olaf, 

situated on the southern slopes of 

the valley. The site is over 21ha in 

area and supports marshy grassland, 

meadow, scrub and woodland.  

 
 

 
Phase 1 habitat survey of Olaf Wood, 

in the Amman Valley. 
 

 

Being able to work with landowners 

to restore habitats and species in the 

landscape is key to INCC’s work in 

the area. 

 

Species Conservation and Surveys 

INCC has always been keen to 

highlight the importance of the 

Amman Valley for biodiversity. The 
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best way of doing this is to 

undertake ecological surveys. 

Identifying the presence and 

distribution of different species 

enables INCC, and the community, 

to deliver better, and more targeted 

conservation projects. 

 
 

 
 

Local volunteers on a community 

wildlife survey for marsh fritillary. 
 

 

Thanks to support from the Brecon 

Beacons National Park, INCC has 

been able to continue its community 

wildlife surveys in the valley. In 

previous years, INCC were able to 

map the distribution of species such 

as mole (Talpa europaea) and cuckoo 

(Cuculus canorus) which is one of 

INCC’s flagship species for the 

landscape. 

 

To help with surveys, INCC has 

been using wildlife cameras to 

capture some of the more elusive 

species in the valley including otter 

(Lutra lutra). Footage captured along 

the Nant Pedol gives a strong 

indication that there is a breeding 

pair of otter in the Amman Valley. 

 
 

 
 

Otter on the Nant Pedol in the 

Amman Valley. One otter can be seen 

on the rock in the foreground with a 

second otter just a few metres 

upstream. 
 

 

To help support otters in the Amman 

Valley, INCC have been working 

with local landowners to build 

artificial otter holts in suitable 

woodland locations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



19 
 

 

 

 
 

Artificial otter holt being created on 

the banks of the Nant Berach in the 

Amman Valley. 
 

 

With such a diversity of species in 

the Amman Valley, more surveys 

and monitoring are planned for 2022 

and beyond, especially in the upland 

areas.  

 
 

 
 

Large flock of golden plover (Pluvialis 

apricaria) on the north side of the 

Amman Valley. 
 

 

A great way of engaging with the 

local community about the wildlife 

that they share their valley with has 

been through INCC’s moth trap loan 

scheme. Several moth traps have 

been purchased and loaned to 

members of the community, 

accompanied by identification books 

and informal training.  

 

The scheme has been a huge success 

in terms of new moth records and 

engaging people with nature. 

 
 

 

 
Local volunteer Jan Slade checking 

her moth trap. 

_______________ 

 

“Oh, what on Earth is that?” 
 

‘That’ was lurking under the last 

egg box in the trap. I couldn’t quite 

see the whole of it, but it looked 

big - bigger than any other we’d 

found that morning. Carefully 

lifting the carton out of the way, I 

uncovered the most unusual moth 

I’d seen so far, its shape making it 

look as if it had been thoughtlessly 

Photo: Lizzie Wilberforce 
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tossed aside and broken. I gently 

put a finger under the creature, 

and it obligingly crawled on to my 

hand. As it did so it fluttered its 

wings and revealed the rusty 

markings on its hind wings. 
 

“Wow! Oh wow!” I cried.  
 

“It’s a Poplar Hawkmoth,” said 

Rob, grinning at my reaction. “It’s 

incredible. It’s just… just…”  I 

couldn’t find the word. 

“Fantastic!” I burst out finally. 
 

As I’d been saying this or 

something similar for the last half 

hour it didn’t seem an adequate 

expression of my excitement at 

what I was seeing.  
 

A few minutes before this we had 

found a beautiful Feathered 

Gothic and I’d thought that was 

the most wonderful thing we’d 

collect that morning. Its velvety 

markings put me in mind of a dark 

stained-glass window, absolutely 

exquisite, but the emotion I’d 

experienced then was more 

reverential and awed. Not the 

overpowering wonder and joy I 

felt on seeing this, the last moth in 

the trap. 
 

Later on, after I’d logged all our 

finds and entered species and 

numbers in my own personal 

spreadsheet, I reflected how much 

my life has changed in the last few 

years. In 2016 I had been 

diagnosed with cancer but 

thankfully an operation had 

solved the problem. Just as I was 

getting back to health my husband 

also was told he had cancer and 

unfortunately he died within three 

months of diagnosis. I was 

devastated and life had no 

meaning. Everything was too 

much effort and even my beloved 

garden got neglected as I had no 

interest in it or, indeed, anything 

else.  
 

All this changed when I met Rob 

and got involved in volunteering 

for INCC. I’ve since been on bat 

walks and trekked the 

surrounding countryside checking 

on pied flycatchers, among other 

things. During one of these 

expeditions, I saw a real live 

cuckoo for the first time in my life. 

And I’ll always remember 

standing on the hillside with the 

rest of the group, cheering on the 



21 
 

 

meadow pipits as they mobbed the 

marauder. What a thrill!  
 

I’ve also been monitoring a couple 

of camera traps, both overlooking 

the river which flows past my 

garden, and have been delighted 

in seeing the nocturnal doings of 

various creatures, including the 

unforgettable sight of a tawny owl 

having a bath in the shallows. 

Even the pesky squirrels which 

trigger the cameras repeatedly are 

a source of amusement.  
 

Health problems, sudden 

widowhood and the isolation of 

lockdown could all have had a 

detrimental effect on me, but I 

never feel lonely or bored now. On 

the contrary, life is full of interest, 

and I look forward every morning 

to discovering what else I share 

my world with. 
 

Jan Slade 

(INCC Volunteer) 

 

Pied Flycatcher Nest Box Scheme 

Another of INCC’s flagship species 

for the Amman Valley is the pied 

flycatcher (Ficedula hypoleuca). Work 

began to help the species in 2019 

when volunteers helped make and 

install 140 nest boxes. Since then, 

surveys and monitoring have been 

taking place each year, and whilst 

monitoring efforts were curtailed 

during 2021, we were still able to 

identify new boxes being used by the 

species. 

 
 

 

 
 

Volunteers Cedwyn and Steph 

monitoring pied flycatcher nest boxes 

for INCC in the Amman Valley. 
 

 

Monitoring will continue for many 

years to come. Recently, INCC has 

added a further 500 nest boxes in the 

Amman Valley covering even more 

woodland habitat. 

 

Barn Owl Nest Box Scheme 

With its marshy grassland, 

heathland and meadows, the 

Amman Valley is an ideal area for 

barn owl (Tyto alba).  
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Barn owl hunting over reedbed. 
 

 

Working with local landowners and 

the BBNP, INCC has been able to 

install several barn owl boxes in the 

landscape.  

 

One barn owl pair is currently 

nesting in a nest box and are 

incubating six eggs.  

 
 

 
 

Female (left) and male (right) barn 

owl in nest box in the Amman Valley. 
 

 

Amman Valley Bat Project 

Throughout 2021 / 2022, INCC has 

been working to improve the 

fortunes of various bat species in the 

Amman Valley.  

 

Working with local landowners and 

the BBNP, INCC has installed 100 

tower bat boxes in suitable 

woodland. 

 

In addition to bat boxes, INCC has 

been working with a local 

community group to help build a 

total of seven horseshoe bat night 

roosts.  

 
 

 
 

Volunteers outside a recently 

installed bat night roost in the 

Amman Valley. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Jeff Slocombe 
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Advocacy 
 

INCC believes that direct 

involvement with wildlife and 

nature conservation is essential in 

creating a society that intrinsically 

values the natural world. Learning 

about wildlife and nature 

conservation at the local, national 

and global level helps place 

communities at the heart of nature 

conservation action.  

 

Partnership with 

Bridgend College Pencoed 

Over the past 12 months, INCC has 

had the pleasure of working closely 

with staff and students at Bridgend 

College, Pencoed.  

 

The college has an excellent Wildlife 

and Countryside Management 

course, with a strong emphasis on 

practical training and applied 

knowledge.  

 

The developing partnership has seen 

the college playing a vital role in our 

marsh fritillary population 

restoration project through habitat 

management, surveys and more 

recently through growing devil’s-bit 

scabious for future restoration 

projects. 

 

In addition to the marsh fritillary 

project, students at the college have 

also built several mustelid 

monitoring boxes to aid INCC in its 

survey work in the Amman Valley. 

 
 

 
 

Conservation students at Bridgend 

College and their mustelid 

monitoring boxes. 
 

 

Encouraging early career 

conservationists is a key aim of 

INCC’s. To support the students 

further, INCC have been able to 

deliver guest lectures on ecology, 

landscape conservation and ‘getting 

ahead in the nature conservation 

sector’. 

 

Photo: Lyn Evans 
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Outreach &  

Community Education 

As well as advocating for wildlife 

through campaigns and species 

conservation projects, INCC also 

undertakes targeted advocacy and 

community engagement projects at 

the national and local level. 

 

Over the past 12 months INCC has: 

 Delivered 12 educational talks 

 Worked with 40 volunteers 

  Worked with 31 landowners 

 Delivered 4 school / children’s 

group conservation activities 

 Delivered 28 volunteer events 

 Delivered 2 training days 

 Written 7 articles 

 Written 5 press releases 

 Given 5 radio interviews / 

segments 

 Given 3 TV interviews / segments 

 

Natur Cymru 2021 - 22 

Following our relaunch of Natur 

Cymru in January 2021, this year was 

the first full year of publication 

under INCC’s leadership. 

 

Our start-up costs had been 

generously supported by the 

Waterloo Foundation and Morgan 

Parry Foundation, but a clear 

priority for this year was to grow our 

subscriber base to a scale that 

secured long term financial 

sustainability for the magazine. By 

the end of 2021-22, the subscription 

list had reached almost 550, with 

many supporters generously 

donating on top of their 

subscription. Whilst there is 

absolutely a need to continue 

recruiting new subscribers, this 

achievement is sufficient for us to be 

confident in the magazine’s financial 

future. 

 
 

 
 

Front cover designs on the three new 

editions of Natur Cymru. 
 

 

The magazine has been an important 

outreach and advocacy tool for 

INCC already. With three editions 

published, it has continued its role as 

an important vehicle to share and 

promote information and evidence 

from across the sector in Wales. Each 
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issue carries a flagship article from 

INCC featuring our projects and 

campaigns. It has given a wide 

platform to early-career writers and 

environmental research happening 

within Wales and by Welsh 

academic institutions. Articles have 

covered all areas of Wales, species 

from the Snowdon lily to weasels 

and natterjack toads, and topics from 

the invertebrates of cemeteries to the 

echolocation of dolphins, as well as 

more contentious issues like that of 

dogs on nature reserves.  

 

On 18 October 2021 we were able to 

host a thank you event at the 

National Botanic Garden for the 

team who originally produced the 

magazine and who have supported 

(and continue to support) INCC 

through its publication. 

 

Social media (Facebook and Twitter) 

profiles that are specific to Natur 

Cymru (but dual branded to INCC) 

are also an important part of our 

reach: they help promote the 

magazine but also share natural 

history information with a wider 

audience. Our Natur Cymru Twitter 

profile currently has 1618 followers 

and our Facebook page 1130 

followers, so these platforms extend 

our reach beyond our subscriber 

base. Our Natur Cymru social media 

content is fully bilingual. 

 
 

 
 

Past and present members of the 

Natur Cymru team at our ‘thank you’ 

event in October 21. 
 

 

Twitter (April 2021 – March 2022) 

 139 tweets 

 114,258 impressions 

 294 new followers 

 

The first round of subscription 

renewals also began in January 2022 

and we were delighted that renewal 

rates have been extremely high. We 

are incredibly grateful to all the 

subscribers, readers, donors, 

contributors (authors, artists and 

photographers) as well as the 

volunteers who assist with 
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subscription management and 

content sourcing. 

 

Social Media 

In addition to direct engagement 

with supporters, landowners and 

the wider community, INCC has a 

growing presence on its social media 

platforms. 

 

Twitter (April 2021 – March 2022) 

 167 tweets 

 301,100 impressions 

 465 new followers 

 

Facebook (April 2020 - 2021) 

 697 likes 

 792 follows 

 55 posts 

 

Social media helps INCC to reach 

more people and new audiences 

about our work and messages. It also 

acts as a means of sharing 

information and updates with 

supporters and partner 

organisations. 

 

Natur Cymru also has its own 

Facebook and Twitter profiles 

(branded both as Natur Cymru and 

INCC). 

 
 

Top Tweet June 2021  

Earned 33.2K impressions 
 

Dear Town and Community Councils 

of Wales. It’s great that you want to 

improve public spaces for wildlife, 

but lease can you work with the 

habitats you already have and stop 

chemically killing them off to sow 

wildflower seeds. Simple changes to 

cutting regimes is often enough. 
 

 
 

 

 

Thank you 
To achieve what we do for wildlife 

and nature conservation in Wales we 

rely on the kind and generous 

backing of donors, subscribers, 

supporters and volunteers. We are 

very grateful for all those 

individuals, organisations and 

foundations that support our work. 

Thank you. 

https://twitter.com/INCCymru/status/1408732258484240392
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We would like to especially thank 

The Waterloo Foundation for their 

ongoing support of the charity, both 

financially and through their advice 

and encouragement.  

 

Thanks also to the Garfield Weston 

Foundation and the Oakdale 

Foundation for their generous 

contribution toward the marsh 

fritillary project.  

 

Our nature conservation work in the 

Amman Valley has been kindly 

supported by the Brecon Beacons 

Nature Partnership and Cwmaman 

Town Council. 

 

Being based at the National Botanic 

Garden of Wales is a privilege. Not 

only are you able to work in a 

beautiful landscape, but you are 

surrounded by scientists and 

conservationists who really care 

about nature. Thank you to all the 

staff for taking such good care of us.  

 

In another difficult year for 

everyone, INCC would like to 

especially thank all the volunteers 

who have helped the charity to 

deliver nature conservation. We 

would like to particularly thank: 

 

 Jan Slade, John Andrews and Mark 

and Sarah Dempster for all their help 

and support with our conservation 

work in the Amman Valley. 

 

Carys Romney, Ben Williams, Katie 

Ritchie, Ellyn Baker and Lyn Evans 

for their time, enthusiasm and 

dedication toward the marsh 

fritillary project. 

 

Mike Alexander and the many 

anonymous staff at NRW for 

speaking out and helping INCC 

challenge their decision making for 

wildlife.  

 

Geoff and Kate Gibbs, Elinor 

Gwynn, the trustees of the Morgan 

Parry Foundation, and all the past 

Natur Cymru team for their help with 

the magazine, as well as all our 

contributors of content. 

 

Special thank you also to: Iolo 

Williams, Gareth Griffith, Andy 

Davies, Alison Wheeler, Geoff 

Powell, Louise Waring, and Haf 

Roberts. 

Thank You. 


