
Year 3 Ysgol Gymraeg Castellau Students -
the New Generation of Nature 

Conservationists



“Year 3, Ysgol Gymraeg Castellau have 
been working with Carys Romney on the 
Initiative For Nature Conservation Cymru 
(INCC) Marsh Fritillary project, which has been 
an invaluable experience for the pupils. I have 
observed their scientific knowledge and 
passion for learning grow since their 
involvement in the project”. 

“Conserving a rare butterfly in the local area 
has helped the pupils develop into ethical and 
informed citizens who want to look after their 
local area and the rest of the planet. The pupils 
enthusiastically collected scabious seeds at the 
start of the year in the hope that they might 
see a Marsh Fritillary come Summer and they 
were not disappointed”! 

Jade Hudson
Year 3, class teacher
YGG Castellau



Devil’s-bit scabious seed collection from a nearby marshy
grassland. It is hoped that one day, marsh fritillaries from 
Llantrisant Common will find their way to these fields. 



“We could not have hoped to see as 
many as we did! The Marsh Fritillaries 
were flying and landing on the children, 
which really was the icing on the cake, 
especially knowing we had played a part 
in their existence.

At the end of the academic year, pupils 
noted the mash fritillary project in their 
school reports as their favourite
experience throughout the year, with 
many wanting to become nature 
conservationists themselves one day! 
We hope to continue working with Carys
for as long as possible as we feel the 
pupils benefited so much from the 
project”.

Jade Hudson
Year 3, class teacher
YGG Castellau



A big thank you to Carys Romney 
who has inspired a huge amount 
of  community involvement and 
interest in the project. 



Skilled and experienced volunteers 
such as Paul Denning have been a 
huge help to the project.



Pupils looking for marsh 
fritillary butterflies at 
Llantrisant Common.



There were so many 
butterflies flying on 
the common that 
pupils were able to 
get closer to them 
than expected….

Apparently the 
butterflies had a 
preference toward 
landing on girls’ 
hands than boys. 







But everyone was able 
to get a good look.



Science in action.

It is such a privilege for INCC 
to share this project with so 
many people. 

Seeing local schools and 
pupils take such an interest 
in the project and marsh 
fritillary conservation has 
definitely been a major 
highlight. 

This is the best scientific 
research we could have 
hoped for.





For the first time in 
over 20 years, children 
(of all ages) can now 
visit Llantrisant 
Common between 
May and July and have 
a chance of seeing  
and counting one of 
Europe’s most 
beautiful and 
endangered species of 
butterfly – the marsh 
fritillary.  



Thank you to all the pupils and staff 
at Yasgol Gymraeg Castellau and to
the local community and volunteers 
for all their help and support. 


