
Amman Valley 
Wildlife Update: January 2023



We have already had two conservation work 
parties in the Amman Valley this year. The first 
one was at Cwmberach Farm and involved 
clearing scrub from the marsh to encourage 
more species of wildflower and invertebrate. 
Huge thanks to all the volunteers for taking part.



This is what the marsh looked like before the works………………



And this is what it looked like after.



We have had some wonderfully 
cold and dry spells so far this year. 
There are still a few hardy plants 
and animals about mind ewe.



If you do venture up into the hills, you may get to see the spectacular 
aerial dance of the Raven (Corvus corax). Ravens nest early in the 
season, so they are establishing their territories now before nesting.



Whilst out on a walk in early January we saw this beautiful mural of an Otter (Lutra lutra) on 
the old Brynaman Lido. I don’t know who did it or why, but I would love to know more if 
anyone can point me in the right direction. Thank you.

Otters really do 
need our help at 
the moment. Our 
population across 
Wales seems to be 
falling. There are 
lots of potential 
reasons for this 
including…



Each of these red dots 
represents an Otter that has 
been killed on our road 
network since the early 
1990s. 

Our friends at Cardiff 
University Otter Project 
collects road casualty otters 
to undertake postmortems 
so that we can learn more 
about otters and the 
population. 



Thankfully we don’t get that 
many Otter deaths in the 
Amman Valley, but we have had 
a few in the surrounding areas.





The green growth on this 
Teasel plant is known as 
vivipary. This is when the 
seeds of the plant do not 
disperse, but instead start 
growing within or on the 
parent plant. You can see this 
in many of the Teasels found 
throughout Golwg yr Aman.



Things are starting 
to feel a little more 
spring like on the 
warmer days in 
January. You may 
be hearing Tawny 
Owls (Strix aluco) at 
night at this time of 
year fighting to 
establish territories. 
Eggs are usually laid 
in mid to late 
March.



Other nocturnal 
noises to listen out 
for at this time of 
year is the barking 
and screeching of 
foxes (Vulpes 
vulpes). They mate 
in January, so males 
are busy wandering 
around our streets 
and gardens in 
search of females.



January is the best time of year to take a 
closer look at our mosses. Most species, 
like this Wall Screw Moss (Tortula muralis) 
are now fruiting. This is a relatively easy 
moss to identify due to its silvery hair 
points and distinctive fruiting bodies.



The fruiting bodies (or sporophytes) to give them 
their correct name can be very distinctive. The 
sporophytes of the Wall Screw Moss have been 
described as looking like upside down chilies.



Other common mosses to look out for in January is the 
wonderfully named Fox-tail Feather-moss (Thamnobryum
alopecurum). The moss was growing on the River Garnant
bank just below Glangarnant Care Home.



Fox-tail Feather-moss has a very 
distinctive long woody stem which makes 
the moss look a bit like a small palm tree.



Our second conservation work party of the month 
took place down at the wildlife garden in Garnant. 
Again, thank you to all the volunteers for helping.



As well as cutting back vegetation in readiness 
for the growing season, we also took down 
some old fencing to help bring the woodland 
and grassland habitat closer together. 



It was another excellent day and as well as getting 
the job done, we also saw a Red Admiral butterfly. 



It doesn’t matter how rewarding the work, it 
always feels better with tea and cake afterwards.



Red Admirals are not the only butterfly to see early in the year. Keep an eye out 
for Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae) butterflies that are now starting to emerge 
from hibernation. You quite often see them first in your house, outhouse or shed. 



If you visit particularly cold 
and dark places at this time 
of year, such as caves or 
cellars, you might be able to 
see hibernating Herald 
moths (Scoliopteryx libatrix). 



Although January can be quite 
lacking in colour, if you look 
closely at Gorse (Ulex 
europaeus) then you might be 
able to spot this fungus -
Tremella mesenterica. It has 
lots of common names 
including Witch’s Butter, Yellow 
Brain Fungus, Golden Jelly 
Fungus and Yellow Trembler.



This Long-tailed 
Tit (Aegithalos
caudatus) flew 
into our window 
a few weeks ago. 
I picked it up, out 
of the way of 
cats, and after a 
few minutes in 
the hand it flew 
off, back to its 
group which 
were waiting 
close by.



Our next event is on 
the 22nd of February 
and will involve a 
walk along the River 
Aman to look out for  
and record breeding 
Dipper (Cinclus
cinclus). If you want 
to join us, please 
email me on 
rob.parry@incc.wales
Thank you.

mailto:rob.parry@incc.wales


Thank You
We are looking forward to more events and wildlife surveys this year, 
so please do send in your wildlife encounters, pics and queries. 
All the best
rob.parry@incc.wales

mailto:rob.parry@incc.wales

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27

