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PRESS RELEASE

Restoring LlIwyndewi: Funding Success for Ammanford Nature Reserve

The Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC) is proud to announce an ambitious
new conservation initiative to restore and reimagine Llwyndewi, a brand-new nature reserve

on the edge of the Bannau Brycheiniog, above Ammanford.

The charity was delighted to learn recently that it had been successful in its application to The
National Lottery Heritage Fund for financial support. Over £90,000 will be invested in the
coming year, to learn more about the wildlife that currently calls the nature reserve home,
and to develop detailed plans for a further five years of work to restore habitats and to
involve local people.

The land at LIwyndewi belongs to Brecon Carreg, and is leased to INCC to manage as a
nature reserve. Nestled in the rolling landscape below Mynydd Du, it remains a good
example of what much of rural Carmarthenshire would have looked like many years ago,
before farming became more industrialised. Threatened habitats like marshy grassland and
wet woodland can still be found there, alongside its more agricultural grasslands.

However, as the land has received little management in recent years, restoration is needed for
the benefit of some of the vulnerable species there, including nightjars, glow worms, and
willow tits. Willow tits have seen massive declines across the UK and are now one of Wales
red-listed birds, but Carmarthenshire is thought to hold the highest proportion of the
remaining Welsh population.

Rob Parry, Chief Executive Officer of INCC, said “this is a really exciting moment for INCC.
The support from The National Lottery will support us to do essential survey work on this large area of
land which has been relatively under-studied by ecologists. Who knows what we might find? We’ll also
be able to draw up detailed plans for our future work there, launching our journey to transform
Llwyndewi into a thriving wildlife haven, and a wonderful resource for the people of Ammanford and
beyond.”

Andrew White, Director for Wales at The National Lottery Heritage Fund, said:
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"We're proud to support The Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru vision for Llwyndewi. Thanks
to National Lottery players, this project will not only protect and restore precious habitats and species
but also create opportunities for local communities to connect with nature”

It is hoped that future work at the reserve will include introducing conservation grazing,
enhancing the existing agricultural fields with wildflower seed, tackling some of the invasive
non-native plants currently growing on the site, and targeted work to reverse the fortunes of
currently declining species, like glow worms.

Consultation will also take place with local communities to explore what kind of events and
activities could be undertaken to bring people closer to nature.

It’s not just about saving a place - it's about transforming it into a thriving, inclusive, and
inspiring nature reserve for all.
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Notes for editor:

For further information please contact — Robert Jones Parry, Chief Executive Officer. Initiative
for Nature Conservation Cymru (INCC). Rob.parry@incc.wales / 07821 397625

Photos (one time use only) are available on request

INCC website: www.natureconservation.wales

About INCC

Vision: ‘A Wales with more wildlife in more places, created by a society that intrinsically
values the natural world’.

Mission: To be the Strong unconstrained voice that Welsh wildlife needs, speaking out and
putting the needs of wildlife first.
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Image: LIwyndewi in winter, copyright Lizzie Wilberforce



